CHAPTER XVII.

DEFINITIVE  FOEM OF THE IDEAS OF JESTJS RESPECTING THE
KINGDOM   OF   GOD.

WE suppose that this last phase of the activity of Jesus continued
about eighteen months from the time of his return from the Pa-s-
over of the year 31, until his journey to the feast of tabernacles
of the year 32.1 Duiing this time, the mind of Jesus does not
appear to have been enriched by the addition of any new element;
but all his old ideas grew and developed with an ever-increasing
degree of power and boldness

The fundamental idea of Jesus from the beginning, was the
establishment of the kingdom of God. But this kingdom of God,
as we have already said, appears to have been understood by
Jesus in very different senses. At times, we should take him for
a democratic leader desiring only the triumph of the poor and the
disinherited. At other times, the kingdom of God is the literal
accomplishment of the apocalyptic visions of Daniel and Enoch.
Lastly, the kingdom of God is often a spiritual kingdom, and the
approaching deliverance is a deliverance of the spirit. In this
last sense, the revolution desired by Jesus was the one which has
really taken place; the establishment of a new worship, purer
than that of Moses. All these thoughts appear to lave existed at

1 John v. 1, vii. 2. We follow the system of John, according to whom the
public life of Jesus lasted three years. The synoptics, on the contrary, group all
the facts within the space of one year.